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Memorandum RECEIVED 

To 	 Lloyd Lamouria, Chair IIll 2 9 1986 Dote , July 23, 1986 

Academic Senate 

File No.:Academic Senate 
Copies : M. Wilson 
G. Irvin 
G. Lewis 
S. Sparling 

From School Deans
i!!~f!flL 
President 
Subject: 	 Academic Senate Reso 1uti ons 
The following are my comments on recent Academic Senate resolutions: 
General 	 Education and Breadth Requirements (AS-188-85): 
Formal response to this resolution was apparently overlooked. The courses 
have been included in the 1986-88 catalog and can be considered approved. 
I do have some reservations about those courses in Area F as noted in my 
comments below. 
General 	 Education and Breadth (AS-189-86/GE&B): 
This resolution is approved with the exception of the two courses falling 
into Area F: NRM 101 and NRM 201. My comments regarding these and other 
courses in Area F can be found in the next section. 
General 	 Education and Breadth Course Proposals (AS-211-86/GE&B) 
I concur with the non-approval of HE 203. 
I do not agree with the Senate's approval of additional courses for Area 
F, either those in this resolution or in AS-188-85 and AS-189-86/GE&B as 
noted above. 
My objection rests on the Knowledge and Skills Statements that were 
adopted by referendum of the faculty during the process of developing and 
implementing the new GE&B program. There continues to be some confusion 
between sections 7 and 9, both of which bear on the intent of courses 
admitted to Area F. 
Section 7 requires that Cal Poly students in particular should "understand 
how technology influences and is influenced by cultural and enviornmental 
factors, the applications of technology to contemporary problems, and the 
potential of technology to both positively and negatively affect 
individuals and societies ... It goes on to indicate that this can be) achieved by including experiences in which students 11 gain an awareness of 
their increasing dependence on technology and how it is guided, managed, 
and controlled. 11 
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In addition, students 11 Should be able to evaluate and assess questions of 
value and choice underlying technologies and how, in the course of their 
development, these questions have been addressed and answered ... 
Section 9 requires that Cal Poly graduates 11 be exposed to courses taught 
within the technological areas, so that they will have a basis for 
developing a better understanding of how technology influences and is 
influenced by present day cultures and other environmental factors ... 
Students should 11 develop an awareness of typical problems addressed by 
technology, such as methods of world food production, applications of the 
computer, or the production, distribution, and control of energy ... 
They should also 11 have an opportunity to learn the difficulties inherent 
in solving technological problems, .. especially in 11 the application of 
theoretical knowledge to practical matters such as: 
(1) 	The consequences and implications of applied technology for 
environmental factors of climate, water quality, soil, and plant 
resources. 
(2) 	Problems stemming from the interactions of population growth, 
technology and resource consumption, such as climate change, the 
energy crisis, world hunger and soil erosion ... 
Students are further expected to 11 develop an awareness of issues raised by 
the interaction of culture and technology ... 
These statements raise two immediate issues: What do we mean by .. courses 
taught within the technological areas 11 ? And what is Area F attempting to 
accomplish in the education of our undergraduates? 
Up to this time, we have limited courses in Area F to those taught by the 
Schools of Agriculture, Architecture, and Engineering. This may be an 
artifical limitation; certainly there are faculty and departments in other 
schools of the university capable and interested in offering courses for 
Area F. The current Senate resolutions propose some courses for Area F to 
be offered by departments outside these three schools, and before a 
decision is made regarding their approval, I would like the statement 
11 taught within the technological areas .. clarified for the entire campus. 
As I read Section 7 and Section 9, and as I consider my own thinking about 
General Education, I believe Area F should concern itself with providing 
the student an opportunity to consider the benefits of technology, and at 
the same time to reach some understanding of the .. consequences and 
implications .. of technology, both practical and ethical. 
When I review the courses currently in Area F.2, I find only two 
of the approximately 33 listed which, at least on paper, appear 
consistent with the statements noted above: ENGR 301 and AG 301. 
courses 
to be 
To add 
more courses to Area F would only aggravate the situation 
dilute this area of General Education and Breadth. 
and further 
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As a result of these and other considerations, I am withholding approval 
of any courses for AREA F and requesting the Academic Senate to clarify 
the issues centering around Area F. This will need to be accomplished in 
time for the next curricular cycle so that necessary changes can be 
incorporated in the 1988-90 catalog. 
General Education and Breadth Course Proposals (AS-212-86/GE&B): 
Both recommendations are acceptable: The 11 Human Values in Agriculture 11 
course is approved for Area C.3. and Math 201 is approved for Area 8.2. 
However, I request a change in title for MATH 201. I would prefer the 
elimination of 11 Appreciation 11 and substitution of something more 
appropriate to the ~ontent and intent of the course. This course and all 
other math courses will have to be in compliance with the CSU policy on 
Baccalaureate Credit for Intermediate Algebra as outlined in GE&B Notes #8 
(May 12, 1986) and in EP&R 86-32 (June 5, 1986). 
RECEIVED 

JUN 2 198G 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY INSJ~~~~~NAL 
San Luis Obispo, California 93407 
Academic Senate 
805/546-1258 
Date: May 27, 1986 cc: 
To: 
. 
Warren]. Baker, President 
From: 	 Lloyd H. Lamo~~i~iy 
Academic Sena~ r.,r :r· 
Subject: 	 Proceedings of the Academic Senate, May 13, 1986 
GENERAL EDUCATION AND BREADTH COURSE PROPOSALS 
(AS-211-86/GE&B) 
The attached General Education and Breadth (GE&B) recommendations were 
adopted on May 13, 1986 and are herewith forwarded for your 
consideration and approval. All were strongly endorsed by the Academic 
Senate. 
Again, our GE&B Committee has strengthened our offerings with their 
recommendations. Their record is attached. 
Attachments 
Adopted: May 13, 1986 
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GENERAL EDUCATION AND BRF.AD1ll PROPOSAL 
1. PROPOSEll' S NAME 
George Brown 
2. PROPOSER'S DEPT. 
Agricultural Engr. 
3. 
:4. 
SUittiTTED FOR ARFA (include section, 
F.2. 
and subsection if applicable) 
COURSE PREFIX, NUMBER, TITLE, UNITS, DESCRIPTION, ETC. (use catalog fonnat) 
AE 121 - Agricultural Mechanics (2) 
Identification and use of tools and materials; tool sharpening 
and care; concrete mixes and materials; simple electric wir­
ing; metal work; pipe fitting; basic woodworking; estimating 
quantities and costs. 1 lecture, 1 laboratory. 
5. SUBCCMHTTEE RElXl1MENDATION AND REMARKS 
Approves. 
16. GE & B Ca-iMITTEE REX:OMMEliDATION AND REMARKS 
Approves 6-o ·-o 
7. ACADEMIC SENATE REX:OMMEliDATION 
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Ga.FJU.L FDUCATION AND BREADlll PROPOSAL 
1. PROPOSER'S NAME 
Biological Sciences Department 
2. PROPOSER'S DEPT. 
3. SUEt1ITIED FOR AREA (include section, and subsection if applicable) 
F.2. 
~. COURSE PREFIX, NUMBER, TITLE, UNITS, DESCRIPTION, ETC. (use catalog fonnat) 
CONS 120 - Fisheries and Wildlife Management (3) 
Survey of fisheries and wildlife resources and management 
practices.· Relationships to recreational values, land 
management, food production, and preservation. 3 lectures. 
5. SUBCG1M~TIEE REXXM-tENDATION AND RFMARK.S 
Approves. 
lb. 
7. 
GE & B COMMITTEE REX::CM-1ENDATION AND REMARKS 
Approves 6-0 
ACADEMIC SENATE R~Cl-1MENDATION 
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G!'l;FlW. mucATION AND BRF.ADnt PROPOSAL 
1. 	 PROPOSER Is NAME 2. PROPOSF..R' S DEPT. 
NRM 	 Department 
3. SUEtHTIED FOR AREA (include section, and subsection if applicable) 
F.2. 
14. 	 COURSE PREFIX, NUMBER, TITLE, UNITS, DESCRIPTION, ETC. (use catalog format) 
FOR 201 - Forest Resources (3) 
Overview of forest resources including basic management, fire 
protection, and multiple use of forest, woodland, and 
chaparral lands for water production, forage, recreation, 
wildlife, timber, energy and urban forest values. Three 
lectures. 
5. SUBCCM1ITIEE RaxMiaiDATION AND REMARKS 
Approves. 
6. GE & B COMMITIEE REX;CMMaiDATION AND REMARKS 
Approves 8-0 
7. ACADEMIC SENATE REXXlMHaiDATION 
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GfNmAL EDUCATION AND BREAIYm PROPOSAL 
1. PROPOSER'S NAME 
Barbara P. Weber 
2. PROPOSffi' S DEPT. 
Home Economics 
3. SUltiiTIED FOR AREA (include section, and subsection if applicable) 
D.4.b. 
14. COURSE PREFIX, NUMBER, TITLE, UNITS, DESCRIPTION, ETC. (use catalog format) 
HE 203 - Consumer Role of the Family (3) 
Study of the 
marketplace. 
Influence of 
patterns. 3 
individual and family as consumers in the 
Sources of consumer protection and recourse. 
selected management concepts on consumption 
lectures. 
5. SUBCG1MITTEE RaniMENDATION AND REMARKS 
Against. See attached sheet. 
16. 
7. 
GE & 8 CCM1IITEE R~OMMOOATION AND REMARKS 
Against 0-6-0 
ACADE1-1IC SENATE REl;OMMFNDATION 
· . ~. 
To: George Levl"is, Choir 	 Jo·nuory 13, 1985 · 
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GH~B C~·rnrni t tee ' · 
From: Area D. 4.b. Su'bcommi t tee (Burton, Culver, Harris, Pl"eston) 
Subj: Evaluation of Horne Economics 203 
Our Subcommil tee has reviewed the tJpproprioteness of HE 203 (Consumer 
Role of the f(Jmily) for insertion into Are(] 0.4.b in the Generai .Education 
and Breadth curriculum. \Ale recommend agoinst this course in D.4.b bosed 
upon our evoluation of the support moteriols provided to you in Dr. 8EJrboro 
\A/etrer·s memorandum of 21 October 1985. 
Specific~lly, we note the fo1lowing in .our opposition to the course: 
I. 	Tt'lis course foils to meet the requirement of Arefl D tJs established 
in E.O. 338. It does not (Jdequfllely tJddress the interwoven rr(Jture of 
·trumEJn sociol, politictJl and economic institutions (Jnd trehovior· ond 
it ffi(Jkes no effort to exomine is~:ues in a non-western context; 
2. 	 This course does not meet the C.:Jl Poly GE&B Kno\·vledge and Skills 
Staternent requirements thot concern (a) ex::Jrnination of the forces 
vvhich ~;hape institutions other than our own, (b) recognition of the 
i'rd.er.jc:ti on of communities .:md in~: li tu l.i on~:, .snd (c) consideration of 
the geogr~phi ca I and cu lt.uraI ,jj ver::; i tr~ oi lhe -.·.-or! d. 
Comment: AccordiriiJ to the clearli:J ::;f.aterj content .1nd goals oi Horne 
Econornics 203, the course is designed to increa ::: e u·re con::;umptive 
i"J 1Narene~: s of the Arnerican citizen. E::; ~;entially the course endea·v·or-s to 
help .. ... the consurner rjevelop an 1ndividtttjJ con:::urner per:::peclive, an 
a\A.'fln?.nes s of ~: ource::: of consurner protection and recourse , tind o trro::Jd 
t1a::;e of gener:jJ .1nformEJtion to jjpply rnanorJernent. concepts to consumptive 
pal.l.erns _" Th1~; effort directerj at cont.~?.rnporary Arnerican con~: umer::: doe::: 
not qual if•~ as ::J C:f:lndidate for inclusion in ·1i"8{J D.4.tr . Horne Econornics 203 
•1oe. ::: not exarnine protrlerns in their conternpor.jry .j::: vvell .j s hi~; f.oric.:d 
:::et t.ing. It rjoes not include t.oth western arrrj non--.·.. e~;f.ern contexts ond 
iails to reflect the fact. t.hot human ~:ocial, politiclll ,:Jnd economic 
insti tutions and tr ehav ior are inex tri cably i ral.erV'.'Oven. ln•jeed if Horne 
Economi cs 203 att.ernpt ed to soti sfy the criteria outline otto·...·e it would (by 
its O'tm definition) f.~il to flchieve its stated gof:ll~: ond tot.jlly diminist1 the 
worthiness of the course to ony conternporory American consumer. It is 
primarily fl single issue course ljnd must rerrH'Jin that wt1y in order to 
fu1f111 its stoted design. As such~ Home Economics 203 simply does not 
qualify in Area D.4.b which is inherently broad tr;%ed and represents an 
enf.irely different realm of study. 
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GENflW. EDUCATION AND BREADTH PROPOSAL 
2. PROPOSF.ll 'S DEPT. 
Barbara P. Weber 
1. 	 PROPOSF.ll 'S NAME 
Home Economics 
3. 	 SUa1ITIED FOR AREA (include section, and subsection 1r applicable) 
F.2. 
lq· 	 COURSE PREFIX, NUMBI:'.ll, TITLE, UNITS, DESCRIPTION, ETC. (use catalog !"ormat) 
HE 331 - Household Equipment (4) 
Principles involved in construction, operation, energy con­
sumption, selection, safety, and space utilization of househo l 
equipment. 3 lectures, 1 two-hour laboratory. Prerequisite: 
Junior standing. 
5. 	 SUBCCliMITTEE RBXM1ENDATION AND REMARKS 
Approves, with the· recommendation that Home Economics majors 
not be allowed to use this course to satisfy F.2. ~ -
16. 	 GE & B C<l-1MITTEE RB:OMMENDATION AND RflWU<S 
Approves 5-0-3 
• 
Some members of the committee expressed reservations 
about the upper division status of this course. 
7. 	 ACADEMIC SENATE REX;OMMENOATION 
-~- · --- -- --------~--~----- . 
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PROPOSAL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS 
GENERAL EDUCATION AND BREADm PROPOSAL 
2. PROPOSER'S DEPT.1. PROPOSER'S NAME 
Biological Sciences Department 
3. SUBMITTED FOR AREA (include section, and subsection 1r applicable) 
B.l.b. · 
14. COURSE PREFIX, NUMBER, TITLE, UNITS, DESCRIPTION, ETC. (use catalog format) 
To include ENT. and CONS. in the specific 

prefixes cited in Area B.l.b. 

5. SUBCCMU'ITEE REXn1MrliDATION AND REMARKS 
Against (unanimous) 
·­
16. GE & B COMMITTEE RELCMMrnDATION AND REMARKS 
Ag_~i.nst. Committee divided the question: 
ENT. 1-6-1 

CONS. 2-6-1 

7. ACADEMIC SENATE REI;Cl1MF.WATION 
· 
· rom 
;;.,bjed: 
. . 
----- -·­-----~ 
- ·- -­
be moamea lO mclutle a parenthetical \ent listing the specific prefixes that 
define the term -1tfe science.- The pro.,v~·?Jrev1s;on vould read: Any_ 300-l~·fel Hfe 
~cience cour~e !i.e., vith a BACT, BIO, BOT, CONS, ENT, or ZOO Qref1x).havmq one of 
the above as o prerequsite may olso be selected vith the exception of BlO 321, 342. 
(The added parenthetical statement has l)een underlined for clarity. ) 
In March -of 1985 the GE~B Subcommittee for Area B, chaired by Or. M4eller, directed 
its attention to the vague 'tfording of GE~B, B.t.b. in the 1964- L986 catalog. This 
committee elected to define wlife science· as those cours~s having ·one of the 

prefixes: BACT, BIO, BOT or ZOO.· The 81o· Sci Department offers several 300-level 

life ~cience cour5es having either an Et~ror a CONS prefix. A11 of these cour~e~ are 

acceptabl~ a1ternotive3 for Area B. 1. b. 

The. effect of the present proposal 'w'ould be to enlarge th.e 300-level tffe science 

courses offered by the Bio Sci Department that ~atisfy the GE&B Area B (B. 1. b) 

requirement~. 

Jim Mueller, Clair~ 

GE & B SUbcamlittee for Area B 

Biological SCience Deparbnent: Second Proposal 
A meeting of the GE & B Area B subcamnittee was held on November 6, 1985 to 
consider a request fran the Biological SCience Department to revise the 
definitior of "life science" under GE & B guidelines in the catalog. Present 
at the meeting were Jim Mueller, Tina Bailey, Don Morgan, and John Pohling. 
'lbe proposed revision would expand the definition of "life science" for GE & B 
to include 300-level courses having the prefixes OJNS or EN!'. -'Ihe • 
su.bcatmittee' s vote was to deny the r6iuest. Our feeling was that courses with 
these prefixes do not carry the spirit of general education in Area B. 
Doalr~entation supporting this vie'tlo' can be found in GE & B notes 13, 10/19/81, 
frau the Academic Affairs Office of the <llancellor: 
Courses utilized to address understanding of science should be 
selected with an eye to exposing students to broad concepts and 
principles. Highly specialized and "ha.r to" courses would not be 
expected to achieve the objectives of imputing "knowledge of the 
facts and principles which form the foundation of living and non­
living systems" as well as exposing students to the methodologies 
of science and their limitations. 
we reaffioa our decisioo of April 4, 1985 that the catalog read under GEB 
B.l.t;>~: 'Arrj 300-level life science course (i.e., with a B.ACI', BIO, oor, or zoo 
prefiX) having one of the above as a prerequisite may also be selected with the 
exceptioo of BIO 321., 342. • 
